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Malmesbury Park Primary School 

Reading Policy 

(adopted July 2020 – review July 2023 ) 

 

Applies to: All staff Pages: 6 Ref: 001 

Written by: Nuala Price Issue number: 1 Date: July 2020 

Approved by: SLT   

 

School aims and values which guide this policy:  

• We work together to make learning purposeful and rewarding  

• Learners will develop independence to achieve their full potential 

• We are a caring community that promotes respect for self, others and our 

environment 

• We create a supportive learning environment that develops confidence  

 

Terms:  

FS1 – Foundation Stage 1 - Nursery  

FS2 – Foundation Stage 2 - Reception  

KS1 – Key Stage 1  

KS2 – Key Stage 2 
 

Rationale: 

At Malmesbury Park Primary School, we value reading as an essential skill for life and we are 

dedicated to enabling our children to become lifelong readers. We believe reading is key to 

academic success and place a high priority on ensuring children can read fluently and 

confidently across a range of texts. Reading is at the heart of our curriculum. 

 

We use a range of strategies and approaches to enable children to develop the skills they 

need, focusing initially on the use of phonics as a key strategy for word reading and then, as 

fluency develops, on comprehension skills and personal responses to texts. These skills are 

developed and practised on a daily basis.   

 

We believe that high-quality literature is essential in motivating and inspiring children and we 

promote a love of reading through the texts we use in our curriculum and through the daily 

sharing of a class book, as well as weekly visits to our amazing library bus, chances for 

younger and older children to read together, book clubs and special reading events. 

 

Aims: 

As a school, our aims in teaching reading are that the pupils will:  

• Develop a love of literature across a range of genres, cultures and styles. 

• Develop the habit of reading widely and with increasing stamina, for both pleasure 

and information. 
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• Read easily, fluently and with good understanding, developing a good working 

vocabulary. 

• Read a wide range of texts and demonstrate their understanding through discussion 

and written responses. 

• Apply their reading skills, enabling them to approach and understand an unfamiliar 

text confidently. 

• Confidently discuss and review the books they read, making recommendations to 

others. 

 

Teaching and Learning: 

FS1: 

• The teaching of early reading skills begins in FS1 through the practical exploration of 

sounds and through shared songs and rhymes.  

• Stories linked to each project are read to the children every day and are revisited to 

develop familiarity.  

• Children retell familiar stories orally to develop their speaking and listening skills. 

• Discussion and questions about books help children to make links with their own 

experiences and prior knowledge. 

• Children are encouraged to revisit shared stories and to look at other linked texts 

independently.  

 

FS2: 

• In FS2, children have formal phonics sessions every day. We follow the Letters and 

Sounds programme, also using some Jolly Phonics resources such as actions and songs 

in our delivery. 

• Phonics skills are practised in context during whole class and group reading sessions 

using appropriate texts, often linked to the current project. 

• Discussion and questions about books help the children to make links to their own 

experiences and prior knowledge and to develop book awareness and early 

comprehension skills. 

• In the summer term, the term 'Reading Masters' is introduced and sessions start to 

develop children's ability to carry out simple individual reading tasks with support as 

necessary. 

• From FS2, children are allocated an individual reading book using their phonic phase 

and the Book Band system and this book is changed regularly. 

• Teachers and Teaching Assistants read with individual children on a regular basis. 
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KS1: 

• In Year 1, all children continue to have formal phonics sessions every day. We continue 

to follow the Letters and Sounds programme, with some Jolly Phonics resources. 

• In Year 2, children continue to work on their phonics, moving on to more complex 

reading and spelling activities when they are ready. 

• Phonics skills are practised in context during whole class and group reading sessions 

using appropriate texts, often linked to the current project. 

• A Reading Masters session takes place every day. The same text is used for a week to 

encourage a deeper understanding. Texts are high quality and linked to the integrated 

curriculum projects as much as possible. The teacher initially supports the whole class 

in understanding the text and then the children carry out individual reading tasks, 

developing particular comprehension skills such as finding information or making 

predictions, whilst the teacher works on individual or group targets with a specific 

group of pupils. 

• Children work in a group with their teacher at least once a week during Reading 

Masters time. 

• Reading skills are also developed and taught through the integrated curriculum, where 

there are many varied opportunities for pupils to use and apply their skills in context.  

• Vocabulary is widened through explicitly teaching a new word every day and through a 

high focus on developing this area using the opportunities offered in shared texts. 

• Children have an individual reading book, allocated using their phonic phase and the 

Book Band system and this book is changed regularly. 

• Teachers and Teaching Assistants read with individual children on a regular basis, the 

frequency being determined by individual need. 

 

KS2: 

• A Reading Masters session takes place every day. The same text is used for a week to 

encourage a deeper understanding. Texts are high quality and linked to the integrated 

curriculum projects. The teacher initially supports the whole class in understanding 

the text and then the children carry out individual reading tasks, developing particular 

comprehension skills such as finding information or making inferences. Each session 

finishes with the sharing and discussion of model answers. 

• Reading skills are also developed and taught through the integrated curriculum, where 

there are many varied opportunities for pupils to use and apply their skills in context.  

• Vocabulary is widened through explicitly teaching a new word every day and through a 

high focus on developing this area using the opportunities offered in shared texts. 

• Children have an individual reading book, allocated using the Book Band system and this 

book is changed regularly. 
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• Teachers and Teaching Assistants continue to read with individual children on a 

regular basis, the frequency being determined by individual need. 

 

 

Love of Reading: 

• Children are read to by their teacher at the end of every day. This is a chance for 

adults to share their enthusiasm and for the whole class to enjoy reading for pleasure 

together, fostering the pupils’ love of literature. 

• Each class has a weekly opportunity to visit the Library Bus, where there is the chance 

to enjoy some quiet individual reading time and to browse for a new book to borrow 

and read later. 

• Opportunities are provided for younger and older year groups to read together 

through the annual appointment of Reading Champions from KS2, who read with 

children in KS1 at the start of the day twice a week. The Reading Champions also carry 

out other activities to promote reading in school, such as making book 

recommendations for their peers. 

• Children may have the opportunity to attend a Book Club to share their enjoyment of 

reading with others. 

• We take the opportunity to participate in special reading events such as World Book 

Day, where the children enjoy dressing up as their favourite book characters as well 

as finding out about new authors and books to broaden their repertoire.  

 

 

Reading Resources: 

• In FS2 and Y1, individual reading books are fully decodable and linked to each child’s 

phonics phase and reading progress. This is their ‘learn to read’ book and is changed as 

often as necessary. 

• Once children are secure in phonics phase 5, they choose an individual reading book 

from our reading scheme which is banded using the nationally recognised Book Bands 

colours. This is their ‘learn to read’ book and is changed as often as necessary.  

• Children also have the opportunity to read in a different format using our online 

reading scheme, Oxford Reading Buddy. This is linked to their Book Band level. 

• Children chose a ‘love to read’ book from the Library Bus and this can be changed 

weekly. The books on the Library Bus include fiction and non-fiction and there is a 

good selection of dual language texts. 

• Each child has a Reading Diary to record their reading in school and at home and this 

has their Book Band colour and targets stuck inside 

• The school has a good selection of books linked to projects which children enjoy using 

to deepen their understanding 
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Parental Involvement: 

We understand the importance of working with parents and carers to help children to 

develop their reading skills and confidence. Information about reading at Malmesbury Park is 

available for parents on our website, together with suggested reading lists for children of 

different ages and links to useful websites. 

 

Parents and carers are encouraged to support their children in reading at home every day.  

Our reading scheme ensures that children select books of an appropriate level to take home 

and parents can see their child’s targets in the reading diaries. Parents and children can also 

engage together in our online reading scheme, Oxford Reading Buddy. 

 

 

Equal Opportunities / Inclusion: 

The majority of pupils make expected or greater than expected progress with their reading 

and meet the relevant expectations. However, some pupils need more support and provision is 

made for this, for example: 

• Children identified as focus readers read individually with an adult in school on a more 

frequent basis. 

• Children in KS2 who are not secure in phonics receive additional support in this area. 

• Reading comprehension intervention groups take place in KS2 for children who are not 

making sufficient progress in this area. 

Where a pupil is not making the necessary progress despite interventions being put into 

place, teachers should liaise with the SENDCo to develop a programme designed for the 

individual child. 

 

Assessment  

Teachers monitor children’s reading progress through formative and summative assessment 

processes. Assessment notes and records are kept in the Class Reading Folder in each 

classroom.  

Formative Assessment 

• Teacher’s formative assessment for reading, using a combination of individual, group 

and class reading activities, is completed regularly and recorded on O Track. 

• In FS1 and FS2, children are assessed in their early literacy development against the 

EYFS profile. 

Summative Assessment  

• In FS2 and Y1 regular phonics assessments will be completed. 

• PIRA tests are carried out across the school from Year 1 to Year 6 on a termly basis 

to enable assessment and tracking of pupils’ developing reading comprehension skills. 
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• At the end of FS1 and FS2, children are assessed against the EYFS profile and results 

are shared with parents.  

• Year 1 take the end of year Phonics test in June.   

• Children in Year 2 and Year 6 take end of Key Stage national tests that examine a 

range of reading comprehension skills.   

 

Children’s progress is tracked as above and used to inform planning and to identify provision 

for individual children, such as changing Book Band colours and deciding on ‘focus readers’ 

and intervention groups. 

 

 

This policy should be read in conjunction with: 

Reading at Malmesbury Park Primary School  

Quality Standards (Reading) 

Quality Standards (Phonics)  

 

 

 


