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Malmesbury Park Primary School: SEN Resource Base Expansion proposal 

1. What is the proposal for? 

The proposal is to expand the RIGGS unit (Special Educational Needs Resource 

Base) at Malmesbury Park Primary School from September 2019 to accommodate 

16 pupils, when full, on a permanent basis. The pupils will all have an Education, 

Health and Care Plan that designates Complex Social Communication Difficulties as 

their Primary Area of Need. The pupils who would be allocated a space would all be 

able to access mainstream education for part of their day, with support, but require 

the security that a designated Resource Base would provide them to meet their 

sensory and social communication needs. 

2. Why is this being proposed? 

Following a review from consultants, it was identified that the Bournemouth and 

Poole area was disproportionately short on Special Educational Needs (SEN) places 

within mainstream provision. As a result, this is causing an increase in placements in 

more expensive out of Borough independent provision. This proposal forms part of 

the Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole Local Authority SEN strategy, in 

partnership with local schools, to increase local SEN provision that allows the pupils 

to remain as part of a mainstream school. 

3. What is the difference between a Resource Base and an SEN Unit? 

At a resource base, SEN pupils spend the majority of their time in mainstream 

classes, but also have a separate base where they can receive specialist classes. In 

an SEN Unit the pupils spend the majority of their time in the specialist classes, and 

only a minority in mainstream classes.  

4. Why a Resource Base? 

A resource base promotes re-integration back into mainstream school in later 

education, which is often in the best interest of the child, and also reduces the Local 

Authority reliance on independent provision. Provision within a special school is not 

always in the best interests of a child – resource bases provide a middle ground 

between mainstream provision and special school provision, for pupils whose needs 

lie mid-way between the two. 

5. Who can attend the Resource Base? 



Page 2 of 5 
 

The resource base is available to meet the needs of children with an Education, 

Health and Care Plan.  Admission would not follow the mainstream school admission 

process; instead, placements would be agreed upon by a panel of professionals. 

6. What are the benefits of a Resource Base? 

A resource base offers pupils attending the base, the following: 

 Access to specialist provision in an appropriate learning environment to their 

needs 

 The ability to develop social communication skills, social understanding and 

self-regulation in a ‘safe place’ 

 Access to mainstream learning opportunities as appropriate 

 Support to develop and maintain social relationships with their peer group 

7. How will this proposal impact on other children attending the school? 

The classroom will be self-contained with toilets, kitchenette, and a large open space 

for learning. Pupils attending the base would be able to attend classes at the base 

for the appropriate amount of time that is in the interest of both the individual and the 

other children attending the mainstream school. The impact on the mainstream 

school is therefore expected to be minimal, and manageable where appropriate. 

8. What facilities will the expanded Resource Base contain? 

The expanded base will have the following features: 

 A self-contained provision with its own toilets 

 Fixtures and colours will be suitable for pupils with sensory challenges e.g. 

avoidance of fluorescent lighting, slatted blinds, strong patterns and with good 

acoustic damping. 

 There will be a teaching area to allow for both small group and individual 

teaching/support, a separate cloak/ foyer area and a storage cupboard. 

 Good access to ICT and curriculum resources 

9. How will the Base be staffed? 

There will be a Riggs Unit Manager, who will be an experienced qualified teaching 

assistant with specialist knowledge and training in social communication needs. The  

role will include: 

 Leadership and management of the base 

 Provision of direct teaching to pupils in the base 

 Induction and transition of new pupils into the base 

 Preparation and support for transition of pupils into mainstream provision 

 Development, implementation and monitoring of bespoke programmes in 

liaison with the academy Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCo) 

 Deployment of resources 

 Engagement with parents 

 Supporting the professional development of academy staff in relation to social 

communication needs 
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 Close liaison with the academy SENCo 

 Liaison with other agencies such as speech and language and mental health 

services 

 Advisory support to other Bournemouth primary schools 

 

10. How will the Base be funded? 

The base will be funded from a central government grant that is paid to the Local 

Authority (LA) annually. Some of this funding will be directly passed on to the school 

to cover fixed costs of running the unit, whilst other funding will be provided from the 

LA to cover the costs to meet the additional needs of the children placed in the unit. 

11. What will be the needs of the pupils who will attend the Base? 

The base will cater for pupils with a primary need of Autistic Spectrum Disorder 

(ASD). Pupils will have an identified Educational Health and Care Plan maintained 

by the Local Authority and will be placed in-line with the local Special Educational 

Needs and Disability (SEND) offer protocol. 

12. Will the school reduce the availability of mainstream places at the school? 

No, the school will continue to operate a published admission number of 90. The 16 

places available within the base will be in addition to the currently available 

mainstream places. 

13. Where will the Resource Base be located? 

The building will be located at the rear of the school, attached to The Hive building.   

14. When can I see a design for the new building? 

Copies of the plans for the building can be found in the main foyer of the school.  

15. Will this mean the children have less playground? 

Yes it does, however, as part of the works we will be seeking to open up the 

woodland area. We do fundamentally believe that the learning environment, both 

within the school and within the site needs to be the very best for all children. We are 

an urban school and, as a result, we have a relatively small site, however, the key is 

about how we use the site. Having a large site does not necessarily equate to a good 

experience for the children, as the key is about how the site is used and what 

activities there are for the children to engage in.  As part of the works, the woodland 

will be opened up through the installation of a set of gates in the fencing between the 

trim trail, giving the children a much larger and more interesting place to play and 

explore.   

16. Will the installation of the new classroom mean taking down the small 

apparatus?  

This will need to be removed, irrespective of whether these works go ahead or not. It 

is old and coming to the end of its life. As part of the works, the LA will make good 



Page 4 of 5 
 

the area and provide us with a new piece of equipment on a different part of the 

playground, which means the children do not lose out.  

17. Will the additional classroom pose an obstruction to the children at 

lunchtimes?  

As the fence will be taken down giving access to the grassy area, there will be no 

obstruction. The removal of the fencing by the grassy area will promote a much more 

streamlined and better flow for the children around the playground.   

18. What about fire evacuation procedures? 

As the fence alongside the grassy area will be removed there will be no issue with 

the fire evacuation procedure. Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole Local Authority 

(BCP LA) have already had to discuss the main proposal with their fire safety officer 

who has confirmed there will be no issue with the fire evacuation procedure.  

19. Having put the library bus onto the playground, have you not reached a 

point where the playground is too small? 

The Head Children have been working with Friends of Malmesbury Park Primary 

School (FOMPPS) to install new playground markings and have found a way to have 

two multi-marked pitches on the playground. Fencing is going to be installed around 

the bus in the new academic year to ensure that it is not damaged and the children 

are very aware that it is important to keep balls away from it. The Academy will still 

be within the recommended 104 Building Bulletin guidance for outdoor space, after 

the completion of the new building and will gain additional soft space when the 

woodland areas are utilised. Even with the addition of the library bus and the new 

classroom, through opening the woodland area there will be a net gain 

approximately of 185.25m². 

20. Having an additional classroom close to a main entrance will not look very 

welcoming? 

The design of the building is that it is timber clad, which will look much nicer than the 

current green Hive building. The designs are available to see in the main school 

entrance, which clearly show where it will be sited and what it will look like. The 

current fencing which is around the grassy area will be removed so that, as parents 

and children walk in via the gate on Methuen Road, it will feel open. The children will 

not lose any access to the grassy area as a result of removing the fence and will still 

be able to use it during break and lunchtimes.  

21. Surely this is going to make parking around the school even more 

congested?  

There will only be an additional eight pupils, some of whom may come to the school 

via school transport which already arrives each day.   

22. Why not put the Riggs children into The Hive and not have an additional 

classroom?  
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The Hive is used extensively for curriculum work. The children go in for music 

lessons and cooking lessons. Parent courses take place as well as individual music 

lessons.  

23. I understand that the Smalltalk building is not being used - why not use 

that?  

It is currently too small, either for the Riggs children to use or a whole class to use 

for music lessons. It is not a simple process to add a mobile classroom to a current 

building without obtaining planning permission and would create a significant 

additional cost. 

24. What if I have a good idea and want to put a suggestion forward? 

We are an open and welcoming school and would love to hear your ideas. Please 

contact the school and ask to speak to Mrs. Green, who would be willing to meet 

with you and listen to you.  

25. How will the consultation process be managed? 

The HT has invited the views of parents and carers. Expert professional advice will 

be provided by the Director of Learning Environments, Reach South Academy Trust, 

a team of professionals at Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole Local Authority 

(Client Project Manager, Principal Educational Psychologist and Planning and 

Statistics Officer) and Health and Safety and Fire Safety professionals. 

The HT will also meet with and gather the views of parents, through focus groups. 

The HT will ensure the pupils views are taken into serious consideration. 

Following the consultation period, a decision will be made by Bournemouth, 

Christchurch and Poole Local Authority and Reach South Academy Trust. The 

decision will be communicated to all stakeholders at the end of the summer term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


