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What a busy half term we have had.  We would like to take 
this opportunity to wish everyone a happy, healthy and 
enjoyable half term break.  We will look forward to seeing 
everyone again on Tuesday 2nd November 2021. 
 
Attendance:  

‘Every child, in school, everyday’ 
We believe that good attendance at school is really important, 
not least because research shows that absence from school 
impacts negatively on children’s progress and achievement 
and their social and emotional well-being.   
Throughout the half term, our whole school attendance has 
remained steady and in-line or above the national figure 
released by the DfE (Department for Education).  This is a 
great start to the year and we have already been able to issue 
weekly 100% attendance certificates to Southampton and 
Edinburgh Classes.  We are looking forward to presenting 
more of these across the year! 
Unfortunately, our Persistent Absence figure is not so good.  
Persistent Absence  means that a child’s attendance has 
fallen below 90%.  As a school we have a series of actions we 
take when attendance falls below 90%.  The information given 
in the letter is driven by the process set by the DfE, which  we 
as a school, must follow and is therefore official in nature. 
Thank you to those families who gave us feedback on our 
recent communication regarding persistent absence (both 
positive and negative) with them.  We have been alerted to 
the fact that the tone of the letter was harsh.  We did not 
intend to upset, or alarm anyone with the content.  As a school 
we always want to work together in partnership with our 
families to secure the best possible outcomes for all our 
children.   
 
Open Afternoons: 
We have been reflecting on our Open Afternoons and how 
they work.  This has led us to the decision  that we want to 
make some changes to improve the experience.  We need 
some more thinking time to plan how the Open Afternoons will 
operate going forward and so we have taken the decision to 
cancel the planned Open Afternoons coming up after half term 
and re-schedule them for later in the year.  We will keep you 
informed as to when these will now take place. 
 
Curriculum News 
As we come to the end of the first half term we are reflecting 
on what we have achieved so far.  This term we have made 
changes to our curriculum approach and the children have 
enjoyed lots of new learning through the Ark Curriculum+ 
projects.  We have seen an increased amount of Science 
taking place which has enthused and engaged the children 
who have reported how much they have enjoyed their Science 
learning.  This half term, across years 1-6,  we have covered 
Light and Perception, Earth and Space, Teeth and Digestion, 
Skeletons and Muscles, Animals: needs for survival and 
Everyday Materials.  We have seen lots of different 
experiments taking place and children really enjoying the 
practical nature of their learning.  We have enjoyed learning 
about The Ancient Egyptians, The Anglo-Saxons and Scots, 
Roman Invasions and Kings and Queens in History and 
developing our knowledge of the UK and Our Local Area in 
Geography.  Alongside this we have been developing our Art 
and Design skills through designing and making jewellery, 
mosaics and a tapestry, as well as furthering our Design and 
Technology understanding through the design process which 

involves designing a product, making a prototype, making 
adjustments based on evaluations and then creating the final 
piece.  As well as all this, we have also been busy exploring 
our RSHE theme – Being Me in My World, finding out about 
Hinduism and Christianity,  in RE and developing our ball 
skills, dance skills and throwing and catching skills in PE.  The 
children have also enjoyed music lessons, computing lessons 
and in Key Stage 2, French lessons.  We must not forget that 
whilst all this learning has been taking place, we have also 
had our daily Maths and English lessons!  I am sure you will 
agree that the children deserve a well-earned rest over the 
half term, so we are ready to do it all again next half term! 
 
 

 
We would like to give you an update from the first half term; 
Peer Mediators and Team Leaders  
We are very happy to announce that our peer mediators and 
team leaders are back on duty.  Following some of our team 
moving on to secondary school we have now trained a further 
56 children, to add to our existing team of 18, to take on these 
very important roles and are very proud of how they are 
managing their responsibilities and how they have risen to the 
challenges. Their duties have changed slightly in the main 
playground but has stayed the same working as ‘Reception 
Buddies’ in the FS2 year base encouraging the children to 
play games and be kind and respectful to one another.   
We are looking forward to training our next cohort in January 
so look out for the applications if your child would like to apply. 
 
ELF online worry box assemblies 
We held an assembly for both KS1 and KS2 to introduce our 
ELF ‘I’ve been caught being kind’ stickers which the peer 
mediators are awarding to children that they see being kind to 
others in the playground.  These are very special stickers and 
when your child/children receive 5 of these stickers they can 
then choose an ELF bookmark – with a green ELF or a blue 
ELF.  
We have had two children who have received 5 stickers 
already, Huntleigh in Kestrels class and Phoebe in Owls 
class – Congratulations to you both.  
 

 
  
We also shared a story called ‘It’s ok to be different’ and 
reflected on what we can do to show we are being kind. We 
also reminded the children about how to access our ‘online 
worry box’ via the school website.  
 (www.malmesburypark.com -> Children -> Class pages -> 
ELF -> ‘The Online Worry Box’)  
 
Please remind your child/children that if they are feeling 
upset by something a friend is doing or saying to them 
that they need to tell an adult in school, or the ELF team, 
so that we can help them to find a resolution.  
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ELF parent/carers drop-in 
Just to remind parents/carers that we have a drop-in session 
on Wednesday mornings from 9.15-10.15 to discuss any 
concerns with the ELF team and for us to share strategies we 
are working on in school.   These appointments can be 
arranged through the school office. 
    
Place2be resources for parents; 
Place2Be is a children’s mental health charity with over 25 
years’ experience working with pupils, families and staff in UK 
schools. 
A Place2Be survey found that around half (52%) of parents of 
4-11-year-olds have felt isolated during the pandemic, and 
almost half (48%) of parents felt they would have benefitted 
from advice about how to manage their children's behaviour 
during the pandemic.  
Place2Be developed Parenting Smart to help parents and 
carers support their children and manage their behaviour. It’s 
completely free to use and access.  
Developed by Place2Be's parenting experts, the site is full of 
tips and advice on a range of topics including transition to 
secondary school, meltdowns, and sleep difficulties.             
https://parentingsmart.place2be.org.uk/   
 
Parents’ Evenings – Due to the success of online paretns 
evening last year, we will conitnue to hold these meetings 
virtually.  As before, we will be offering you an appointment 
time to have a 10 minute slot with your child’s teacher. You 
will be able to book this in the usual way through going to the 
website. If you need any help at all booking an appointment 
slot please contact the school office who will be only too 
happy to help you.  
 
Parents evenings will take place on: 
Tuesday 30th Novemebr  - 3:30 – 6:30pm 
Thursday 2nd December -  3:30 – 7:30pm 
                 
Clubs:- 
We have now released the information regarding after-school 
clubs following the half term break.  Please take a look at the 
website and apply for the clubs your child is interested in 
joining.  Numbers are limited.  Any children not offered a place 
this time, will be added to a waiting list and offered a place at 
a future date.  
 
School Council 
The children in each year group have democratically elected a 
group of councillors to represent classes from Year 1 to Year 
6. These children will meet half termly with Mrs Keevil. 
Children in FS2 will be elected in the new year. 
 
School councillors are expected to be reliable, committed, 
patient, proud of our school and have the ability to listen 
carefully to the views of others as well as expressing their 
own. They are encouraged to discuss any ideas or 
suggestions made by their peers about ways to improve our 

school and/or the local community.  
The school councillors chosen this year are: 
Ellie and Huckleberry in Year 1 
Lila and Albie in Year 2 
Louie and Amira in Year 3 
Elizabeth and Cleo In Year 4 
Aria and Ikram in Year 5 
Mia and Rhys in Year 6 
If any children wish to share any ideas about ways to improve 
our school and community or charities we could support, 
please see one of the school councillors or Mrs Keevil. 
 

School Lunches 
We are moving to a new online ordering system for school 
meals with Forerunner – www.hotmealsonwheels.com 
You will have already received an email about the changes on 
how to order school lunches. To be able to order meals you 
will need to get registered on their online ordering platform.  
 
The system is set up with all the children’s names and class 
details already on it. Please go 
to https://forerunnerparents.myschoolmealorders.com/register 
to register and link your account to your child. 
 
If you have any problems please contact Forerunner directly 
at meals@hotmealsonwheels.com 
 
All existing lunch bookings up until Friday 22nd October on 
Wisepay will not change. If you have booked from 2nd 
November onwards, you will need to reorder on 
hotmealsonwheels.com. If you have paid for meals from 2nd 
November these will be refunded to the card that you 
originally paid with. 
 
Wisepay will continue to be used for booking Breakfast & 315 
Club, paying Nursery Fees and for school trips. 
 
 
No Nut School – We are a strict no nut school in 
order to ensure the well-being of all our children 
as we have several children with severe allergies. 
This includes Nutella and Kinder Bueno products. 
 
Website – Please do look at our website on a regular basis as 
we do keep it up-to-date. The address is: 
www.malmesburypark.com 
 
Reading Books and Diaries –  
Please continue to try to find time to read with your child every 
day at home. The session does not need to be too long – 10 
minutes is a good length. Thank you for your on-going support 
– it really does make a difference. 
 
Naming Uniform – Please ensure that all of your child’s 
uniform, including their coat, is clearly named. We accrue a lot 
of lost property during the year, and it is impossible to reunite 
items with their owner if items are not named. Thank you. 
 
Dogs – We would like to ask all parents who walk their dogs 
to school to not tie them to the fencing around school. Due to 
the current restrictions people are having to queue up on the 
pavements meaning that there may not be enough room for 
young children and dogs. Dogs are absolutely not allowed 
onto the school site even if you carry them in your arms.  
 
 
Parking – We need your help in maintaining good 
relationships with our neighbours and therefore ask that you 
do not park on their drives or block the access to them. Please 
do not park on the double yellow lines on Methuen & Ascham 
Road. Traffic wardens will be visiting. 
 
 
Dates for Your Diary 
2021 
25th October – 29th October – Half Term 
1st November  - INSET Day (no children in school) 
19th Novemebr – Red Nose Day 
26th Novemebr – Pantomime! 
30th November – Parents Evening 
2nd December – Parents Evening 
6th December – KS2 Carol Service 
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14th December - FS2 Nativity 
15th December – FS1 Nativity Change of date 
15th December – Y2 Christmas Outcome 
16th December – Y1 Christmas Outcome Change of date 
17th December Christmas Parties 
17th December – Last Day of Term 
2022 
4th January – INSET Day 
5th January – Return to school 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ADVERTS - Malmesbury Park School places all adverts in 
good faith. It should be noted however that the quality of 
products or services being offered have not been 
checked by the school nor are the school aware whether 
necessary DBS checks have been carried out. 
Malmesbury Park is neither encouraging nor 
discouraging any advert placed. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


