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We hope that you all had a restful break over the Easter 
holiday. We are looking forward to lots of exciting events over 
the summer term, including sports afternoons and MAD week.  
 
A message from the governing body - As a governing body, 
we’d like to reassure you that, although we haven’t been able 
to come into school over the past year, we have continued to 
work with Mrs Green and other staff to both support and 
challenge. 
 
The role of the governing body is to provide strategic 
management, and to act as a "critical friend", supporting the 
work of the headteacher and other staff and we’d like to let 
you know how we have adapted to doing this whilst not being 
able to visit in person. 
 
Some of our key activities have been: 
· We have attended two governing body meetings each half 
term via Zoom. Each half term, one of these meetings has 
focused on the curriculum and teaching and learning; the 
other meeting focused on strategic planning, covering all 
areas of school such as safeguarding, finance and progress 
against the school improvement plan. 
 
· Individual governors have liaised with staff, using emails and 
Zoom meetings, to challenge on specific areas such as 
support for vulnerable children, safeguarding, finance and 
teaching and learning in maths. Governors have then reported 
back to the governing body, highlighting strengths and areas 
currently under development 
 
· Each half term we have had a specific curriculum focus, 
such as learning in Early Years and developing children’s 
skills as historians. For these, staff have given presentations 
to us, via Zoom, and then answered our questions; school has 
provided us with extensive videos of examples of the 
children’s learning, again answering our questions relating to 
this during our meetings. 
 
· We have been able to talk to some children via Zoom about 
their learning. This gives us another and invaluable insight into 
the children as learners. 
 
One thing that we are very aware of is that we have not been 
able to meet with parents; we look forward to the time that we 
will be able to come back in to school again and have such 
meetings. In the meantime we are planning to ask you to 
complete a questionnaire for us later in the year, and an 
update of what we have been doing each term will be included 
in future school newsletters. 
 
If any of you would like to speak to a governor, remember you 
can contact us via the school office and the school website 
has more information about the governing body. 
 

We are sure that you will agree with us that the whole staff, 
led brilliantly by Mrs Green, have done an amazing job to 
support and encourage the children’s academic and emotional 
development during what has been a year full of challenges. 
From what we have seen, your children have responded to 
these challenges in the way we are used to seeing from 
Malmesbury Park children – with enthusiasm and pride in 
what they achieve. 
 
National Survey of Children – The new Children’s 
Commissioner for England, Dame Rachel de Souza, has 
launched The Big Ask – the largest ever consultation with 
children aged 4 to 17 in England. It aims to find out children’s 
concerns and aspirations about the future, so that children can 
be at the heart of the country’s recovery from the coronavirus 
(Covid-19) outbreak.  
 
You can find the survey using this link: 
 
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigask/ 
 
Parents, carers and those working with children are also 
invited to complete the adult survey to share their views about 
the future for children and young people today, and what they 
think is holding young people back.  
 
The results from this survey will help the Children’s 
Commissioner identify the barriers preventing children from 
reaching their potential, put forward solutions and set 
ambitious goals for the country to achieve.  
 
Y6 Transition Day – All Y6 children moving on to a 
Bournemouth or Christchurch school will go for a transition 
day on Wednesday 30th June. If your child is in Y6 and is 
moving to a Poole secondary school their transition day will be 
Friday 2nd July. You should receive information from your 
secondary school confirming this and outlining details for each 
specific school.  
 

World Book Day – Our World Book Day 
is going to be Wednesday 12th May. 
Having it at this point will enable everyone 
to take part together. More information 
will be coming out soon.  
 
 

Reading Masters - We want every child at Malmesbury Park 
to become a fluent reader and we place reading at the heart of 
our curriculum. Our early readers follow the phonics 
programme, Read Write Inc, which develops the children’s 
ability to read words through their knowledge of the different 
sounds within them. 
 
Alongside and following on from this, we follow the Reading 
Masters programme, which develops reading comprehension 
skills. We teach a Reading Masters lesson every day from 
Year 1 onwards, using texts linked to our projects. The same 
text is used each day for a week, so that the children become 
familiar with it through re-reading, discussion, exploring new 
vocabulary and answering different types of questions. 
 
We started Reading Masters last September and can really 
see the difference that it is making to the children’s 
understanding. You may have had some experience of it if 
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your child was working at home during lockdown! The children 
have told us that Reading Masters is helping them to improve 
in their reading. Here are some of the things they said: 
 
‘I love reading so it is fun.’ 
 
‘The texts get us intrigued and we want to buy the book.’ 
 
‘You learn new words and then you know them for your next 
book.’ 
 
‘You get to spend more time on each question and really 
understand it.’ 
 
 
Curriculum News –  
We have all started new projects this week, right across the 
school.  There are investigations, growing competitions and 
research taking place amongst all our usual reading, writing 
and maths work.  We are working hard on our presentation in 
all our work, ensuring our writing is neat, cursive and from the 
neat labelling on the front cover, to the very last piece of work 
in each book.  We also make sure our work is stuck into our 
books neatly, with just the right amount of glue and at the right 
angle, so it fits the page perfectly – this is a skill we learn right 
from FS2!  We follow our presentation guidelines for each 
lesson, making sure we underline the date and learning 
objective for each lesson (even when we work on paper for 
our project books!) Did you know we use different formats for 
the date in our writing and maths work?  In writing we use the 
long date (Friday 23rdApril 2021), in our maths book we use 
the short date 23/04/21.  The children take pride in their work 
and their books and are proud to share them with their 
teachers, class mates and visitors to school (when we’re 
allowed to have them).  
 
 

Tines Tables Rock Stars – 

Times tables are one of 
the foundations and 
building blocks of maths. 
Learning and knowing 
your times tables so you 

are able to rapidly recall them, gives you a huge boost 
when approaching a variety of mathematical areas. 
Knowing your times tables is integral when multiplying 
with large numbers, dividing and using fractions. 
 

Having a good understanding of times tables also 
allows children to describe patterns and make 
predictions which again they can apply to different 
areas of maths. Times Table Rock Stars is a fun, 
interactive website which children can use at home to 
improve their speed and accuracy when answering 
multiplication question. To log in go to 
https://play.ttrockstars.com/login/75095. If you do not 
have your child’s login details please contact the school 
office and they will be able to help. 
 
Packed Lunches – As we go 
into the summer term children 
will continue to have packed 
lunches. Please ensure that all 
containers are named so we 
can return them to you should 
they be left in school. We also 
advise that as the weather 
gets warmer you consider putting in an ice pack.  

 
Online Worry Box - Take a look at 
our ELF room on the school website. 
Our ‘online worry box’ gives the 
children the choice to share their 
concerns safely and securely. Their 
worries are received by Mrs Green, 
Mrs Smith and Mrs Phelps. The ELF 
team will let the child know that we 

have received their worry, find a time to talk it through and 
help them to ‘make sense’ of their worries. 
 
To send us a worry click on the ‘online worry box’ link in the 
‘ELF’ room via the Class pages signpost. 
 
 
FOMPPS Update – we hope that everyone has settled back 
into a routine and are looking forward to the summer term. We 
are delighted to announce that from all your generosity and 
support in fundraising we have been able to purchase 6 
laptops that will now add to the childrens learning in their IT 
lessons. We are very proud to be able to contribute in such a 
valuable way so thanks to everyone.  
 
The sun is coming and 
sunflowers are coming to 
our school - with the 
childrens' help!!! We are 
planning on sending each 
child home with a sunflower 
seed, instructions and a pot 
for a home grown 
experience and bringing colour and vitatlity to all homes! We  
thought it would be great to encourage the children to grow 
something from seed and enjoy the process and the results. 
We also hope to have some grown in each classroom too so 
hopefully we will see the results of that in the school. Watch 
this space! More details to follow...... 
 
Bags to School  - now is the time to have that clear out and 
put all your unwanted clothing in a bin bag. This will take place 
on May 13th. The more we collect the more monies we gain. 
More information will come out soon.  
 
Thank you to a parent for suggesting that we sign up to 
Easyfundraising which means you can raise free donations 
for  us every time you shop online. Over 4,000 shops 
and sites will donate to us when you use easyfundraising to 
shop with them – at no extra cost to yourself! These donations 
really mount up and make a BIG difference to us, so we’d 
really appreciate it if you could take a moment to sign up and 
support us. It’s completely free and only takes a moment. 
You can find our easyfundraising page 
at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/fompps/?utm_c
ampaign=raise-more&utm_content=gs-e1 
 
We hope to do some more direct events in the future and can't 
wait to actually see people more directly so watch this space! 
All parents and carers are welcome so please come and say 
hello on our facebook page or contact us by email.  
 
Walk to School Week – This is a 
national event which will be 
happening in the week beginning 
Monday 17th May. We are 
encouraging all our pupils to walk 
to school, as a way of promoting 
a healthier lifestyle, as well as 
reducing congestion around 
school. Please support us with this – if you live a distance 
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away then consider parking and striding to school. We hope 
that you do support the campaign and enjoy walking to school 
with your child.  
 
Half Term – We break for half term on Friday 28th  May at the 
usual time and all return to school on Monday 7th June. 
 
 
Inset days – We have two further inset days on: 

Friday 2nd July 
Monday 5th July 

Inset days are staff training days and therefore children do not 
attend school. 

Nut Allergies – Please do not send your children 
in with any nuts or nut products, as we have several 
cases of severe nut allergy at school. Thank you. 

Dogs on School Site - Please could we remind all parents 
that dogs are not allowed on to the school  site. This is for all 
dogs, whether on leads or being carried.  Some of the children 
are frightened and some are inquisitive and may make sudden 
movements towards the dog, causing it to react, possibly 
biting the child, which obviously no one would want. 
 
Dates for Your Diary 
Mon 3rd May – Bank Holiday (School closed) 
Fri 28th May – Break for half term 
Mon 7th June – Return to school 
Fri 2nd July – Inset day 
Mon 5th July – Inset day 
Fri 23rd July – Last day of term 
 
 
ADVERTS - Malmesbury Park School places all adverts in 
good faith. It should be noted however that the quality of 
products or services being offered have not been 
checked by the school nor are the school aware whether 
necessary DBS checks have been carried out. 
Malmesbury Park is neither encouraging nor 
discouraging any advert placed. 
 
1st Wessex Scout Group - We currently have spaces in all 
sections for those who want to join our Scouting family. Each 
section offers an exciting year with lots of activities planned in 
a safe environment both on a meeting night as well as 
weekend events for both boys and girls. 
 
Please see the attached flyer or visit our open Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/166426206891364 
 
Meeting nights are Monday. Try out sessions are available for 
all sections Please contact scouts@1stWessex.org for joining 
information 
Paul Stevens (Skip) 
Group Scoutmaster 
1st Wessex Scout Group 
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1ST WESSEX 
SCOUT 
GROUP

CONTACT: 
 01202 533511

  Scouts@1stwessex.org
 @1ststwessex
1st Wessex Scout Group 

Richmond Hill St Andrews URC, 
St Stephens Road, Bournemouth. BH2 6JJ

Do you have a child/
grandchild that enjoys...

- Cycling
- Camping

- Craft work
- Sports/Games

- Camp fi res
& other activities
If so turn over to 
fi nd out more...



THE BRITISH BOY 
SCOUTS & GIRL SCOUTS 

ASSOCIASTION

CONTACT: 
 01202 533511

  Scouts@1stwessex.org
 @1ststwessex
1st Wessex Scout Group 

Richmond Hill St Andrews URC, 
St Stephens Road, Bournemouth. BH2 6JJ

RECRUITING NOW
Beavers - aged 6-8

They make up our youngest section of the scout 
group. This is the start of the adventure, having fun 

and making friends.

Wolf Cubs - aged 8-10 1/2
They enjoy making new friends, passing Wolf Cub 

tests and gaining badges. They camp, explore and take 
part in other outdoor activities. Most importantly 

they do their best.

Scouts - aged 10 1/2-15
They take part in a wide range of traditional Scouting 
activities. These are camping, cycling and hiking. They 
develop skills in teamwork, leadership and can make 

lifetime friends.

Senior Scouts - aged 15-18
They are the most experienced members of the 

Scout Group, they can plan their own expeditions, 
adventurous activities and visits.


