
Management Policy 

Page 1 of 3 

Home Learning Policy – September 2017 

Malmesbury Park Primary School  

Home Learning Policy   

(Adopted: September 2017 – Review September 2020) 

 
Applies to: All Staff Pages:  Ref:001 

Written by: Jackie Green, Nic 

Smith, and Year Team Leaders 

Issue Number:1 Date: September 2017 

Approved by: Curriculum and 

Standards Committee 

  

 
School aims and values which guide this policy: 

 We work together to make learning purposeful and rewarding  

 Learners will develop independence to achieve their full potential 

 We are a caring community that promotes respect for self, others and our environment 

 We create a supportive learning environment that develops confidence 

 

Terms: 

 

 

Policies which link to this policy: 

 Curriculum policy 

 

Rationale: 

Malmesbury Park Primary school is committed to setting regular home learning appropriate to the age, needs 

and experiences of the child. Home learning is important at all stages in a child’s education and when used 

properly, it extends the challenge open to the pupil and ensures that teaching time is used to maximum effect. 

Home learning makes a significant contribution to the development of personal study skills. Home learning 

refers to any work or activity which pupils are asked to do outside lesson time, either on their own or with 

parents or carers. This work will be marked, where appropriate, by class teachers, support staff, pupils and 

peers. Home learning encourages a successful dialogue between parents and school about their child’s learning.  

 

Aims of Home Learning: 

 

 To support children’s learning opportunities via reinforcement and revision, particularly in maths, 

English and project.  

 To provide opportunities for parents, pupils and teachers to work in partnership. 

 To share with parents the expectations school has regarding their child.  

 To provide opportunities for parents and pupils to work together to enjoy learning experiences and to 

exploit resources for learning of all kinds at home.  

 To encourage the development of positive attitudes towards learning among children.  

 To equip the pupils, with the self-discipline needed to study on their own, and to prepare them for the 

increased demands of secondary school homework.  

 

Home Learning Principles: 

 Home learning enables children to practice, apply and extend their skills and knowledge learned in 

school.  

 Home learning fosters interest and excitement motivating the children to become life-long learners.  

 Decision making, organisation and personal responsibility for learning are developed.  

 Opportunities are provided to develop a range of skills across all areas of the curriculum in new and 

different contexts.  



Management Policy 

Page 2 of 3 

Home Learning Policy – September 2017 

 Home learning outcomes are valued, shared and celebrated in a variety of settings, developing a sense 

of pride.  

 Some tasks will be designed with open ended outcomes in order to promote personalised learning.  

 Collaboration between children and their families is encouraged through meaningful engagement in the 

child’s learning.  

 Partnerships are strengthened between home and school. 

 

Home Learning 

Procedures: 

Procedures for home learning are consistently applied across the school to provide parents with clarity. Tasks 

will be stuck into the Home Learning book each week. 

 

Maths – YR to Y6 complete a maths task each week. It will be set on a Friday and returned on a Wednesday.  

Reading – YR to Y6 10 minutes daily (children should be heard to read, even if they can read independently) 

Spellings – YR to Y6 list of spellings given each Monday to be tested the following Monday in a context e.g. 

through dictated sentences.  

Home Learning – YR to Y6 linked to current project given on a Friday returned on the following Wednesday. 

Guidance will be given by the class teacher, describing the project; giving tips; suggestions of visits; websites 

and examples of ways to complete the home learning.  

 

How to help your child at home: 

At the beginning of each academic year, during September, ‘Meet the Teacher’ meetings are held to explain 

procedures and systems for home learning. In addition these meetings will communicate staff commitment to 

being approachable, supportive, flexible and reassuring. It is important to note that parent help with home 

learning is very much appreciated, welcomed and beneficial to the child, however, home learning is the 

responsibility of the pupil not the parent aiming to develop pupils’ personal responsibility, time management 

skills and independent study skills for employment later in life.  

 

How we help pupils complete home learning: 

The learning style we promote is a supportive culture enabling pupils to be honest about their difficulties, able 

to share their mistakes and willing to ask for help. Parents, older siblings, staff, friends and pupil mentors may 

be involved in helping pupils complete their home learning.  

 

Pupils should use their personal responsibility, time management skills and support outlined below to be 

successful in completing home learning over the course of one week.  

 

For Early Years and Key Stage 1 children we recommend: 

 Children complete home learning in short daily sessions, for example reading on a daily basis for 10 

minutes. 

 Children complete home learning by using games enabling children’s emotions of enthusiasm and 

excitement to help them learn avoiding emotions of fear and anxiety. The use of rewards is an 

important means to motivate children. 

 Children complete home learning together with adults or older siblings to encourage a supportive culture 

whereby children understand they always have help at hand.  

 Children complete home learning by talking about it to family members – as learning is enhanced by 

sharing with others.  

 

For Key Stage 2 children we recommend: 

 Children should be encouraged to not leave their home learning to the last minute! They should work on 

their own to take responsibility for developing their independent learning skills and personal time 

management skills. 
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 Children should ask for an adult or older sibling to check/help them complete their home learning. This 

is a very important opportunity to develop a child’s self-checking and review skills. At first the child 

may be quite adult dependent, but during the course of the year this is expected to diminish, as the 

child grows in confidence, independence and personal responsibility.  

 Children should, if necessary, bring home learning into school if they are struggling with it and adults at 

home are unable to assist. In school a pupil mentor, member of staff or friend of the child will provide 

support and encouragement to complete the home learning and check it.  

 

Communication with parents: 

Home learning procedures provide opportunity for teachers and parents to express specific requirements, 

concerns or comments regarding the home learning of individual children. The home learning book specifies the 

procedures applicable to each class. Home learning books are monitored on a regular basis by staff to assess 

pupil progress, to reward consistent effort and to ensure parental support in line with our home-school 

agreement.  

 

Rewards for completion of home learning: 

Teachers will monitor children’s attitudes and achievement as this helps inform discussions with parents. 

Children who complete home learning are rewarded in line with the school’s behaviour policy.  

 

Procedures regarding incomplete home learning: 

Children who do not complete their home learning or who have not spent the recommended time trying to 

complete their task(s) will not be penalised. However, they will be verbally encouraged to take part in the 

activity. 

 

Parents will be notified by the class teacher if home learning is not being completed.  

 

 


