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Malmesbury Park Primary School  
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Approved by: Curriculum and 

Standards Committee 

  

 

School aims and values which guide this policy: 

 We work together to make learning purposeful and rewarding  

 Learners will develop independence to achieve their full potential 

 We are a caring community that promotes respect for self, others and our environment 

 We create a supportive learning environment that develops confidence 

 

Terms: 

DfE – Department for Education 

SLT – Strategic Leadership Team 

PSHE – Personal, Social, Health Education 

 

Introduction 

We have based our school’s Drug Education policy on the DfE guidance document Drugs: Guidance for Schools’. 

In this document, Drug Education is defined as  “… to provide opportunities for pupils to develop their 

knowledge, skills, attitudes and understanding about drugs and appreciate the benefits of a healthy lifestyle, 

relating this to their own and others’ actions.”  

 

Drug Education is part of the Personal, Social and Health Education in our school. While we use Drug Education 

to inform children about drug related issues, we do this with regard to matters of morality and individual 

responsibility, and in a way that allows children to ask and explore moral questions.  

 

Aims and objectives 

Drug Education has three main elements: 

 Increase pupils’ knowledge and understanding and clarify misconceptions 

 Develop pupils’ personal and social skills to make informed decisions and keep themselves safe and 

healthy. 

 Enable pupils to explore their own and other peoples’ attitudes towards drugs, drug use and drug users, 

including challenging stereotypes, and exploring media and social influences. 

 

Malmesbury Park School aims to develop all three elements in its Drug Education programme as appropriate to 

the age and emotional maturity of its pupils. It is recognised that the more sensitive issues need to be 

approached consistently across the school, teachers having agreed appropriate responses to children’s 

questions ahead of time. 

 

We teach children about: 

• What being healthy means and how to be safe with medicines and hazardous substances. 

• Types of medicines and treatments and who can give them 

• The meaning of the word ‘drug’. 

• Peer pressure and dealing with difficult situations 

• Legal and illegal drugs 

• Responsible and appropriate drinking 

• Where to get help and support 
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• The role of the media 

 

Context 

We teach Drug Education in the context of the school’s aims and values. While Drug Education in our school 

means that we give children information about different types of drugs, we do this with an awareness of the 

moral code and values, which underpins all of our work in school.  

 

Organisation 

The main topics that are covered in each year are as follows: 

Reception Focus on feelings. Standing up for themselves. Talking about things they like 

doing and things they do not. 

Year 1 

 

Feeling safe – places and people. Includes road safety. Personal hygiene. Storage 

of medicines. Difference between healthy and unhealthy person.  

Year 2 

 

Persuasion to do things might not want to do. Who could you tell? School rules for 

keeping safe. Types of medicines and treatments and who gives them. Difference 

between having to take medicines and choosing to take them.  

Year 3 

 

Introduction of word ‘drugs’. Storage of medicines at home and school.  

Year 4 

 

Risk taking. Definition of ‘drug’. Facts about drugs including medicines, cigarettes 

and alcohol. Situations where they might find drugs – how to respond. 

Year 5 

 

What choices do children have? Related to age. Choices about taking medicines. 

Smoking quiz. Scenarios. Why do people start and benefits of stopping. Why is it 

hard to give up? Dealing with difficult situations. Legality of alcohol. 

Year 6 

  

Definition for drugs. Discussion of legal and illegal drugs. Grouping into 

unrestricted/restricted/prescribed/illegal. Responsible and appropriate drinking. 

Peer pressure. Strategies to resist peer pressure. Where to get help and 

support. Role of the media. 

 

Working with parents 

The school is well aware that the primary role in children’s Drug Education lies with parents and carers. We 

wish to build a positive and supporting relationship with the parents of children at our school through mutual 

understanding, trust and co-operation.  

 

Staffing 

 The Headteacher takes overall responsibility for the policy and its implementation. 

 The PSHE co-ordinator is responsible for implementing the Drug Education programme and monitoring 

and supporting its effective delivery. 

 Class teachers deliver the Drug Education Scheme of Work to their own classes 

 

Outside Speakers 

 The school follows the Borough recommendation to maximise the use of external expertise when 

appropriate e.g. Safer Schools Team 

 

Governors 

Governors will be involved in considering and approving any changes proposed to this policy and at case 

conferences to consider individual pupils.  

 

Confidentiality and Safeguarding  

Teachers conduct Drug Education lessons in a sensitive manner and in confidence. However, if a child makes a 

reference to being involved, or likely to be involved in drug related activity, then the teacher will take the 

matter seriously and deal with it as a matter of Safeguarding.  In these circumstances the teacher will talk to 
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the child as a matter of urgency following protocols laid down in the Safeguarding policy. If the teacher has 

concerns, they will notify the designated Safeguarding adult. All teachers will be aware of both the 

Safeguarding and Confidentiality policy.   

 

Drug Education and Special Educational Needs 

As an inclusive school all children are to have access to the same lessons although in certain circumstances in 

consultation with the Head Teacher and the parents it may be that certain areas may be delivered in a small 

group or individually where appropriate. Children with EAL will be supported to access the curriculum.  

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

The subject leader for PSHE  monitors the delivery of the programme by: 

 Lesson observations 

 Discussions with pupils 

 Scrutiny of work/displays 

 

Assessment and Recording 

The promotion of assessment for learning means that children are assessing their own progress as well as the 

teachers. There are clear expectations of what the pupils will know, understand and be able to do at the end of 

each key stage. 

 

Teachers record their assessments of children’s knowledge and understanding against National Curriculum 

expectations. These records are passed on the future teachers to continue, therefore showing the progress 

that has been made as each child goes through the school. 

 

Management of drugs within the school premises 

Medicines 

The school has a procedure for the administration of medicines that is followed for everyone’s safety.  

 

Alcohol 

No alcohol will be consumed during the course of a normal school day. Alcohol is not permitted on the school 

premises except with permission from the head teacher. Parents and visitors under the effects of alcohol will 

be asked to leave the premises.  

 

Tobacco 

The school is a no smoking building at all times. Pupils are not permitted to bring to school smoking materials, 

including matches and lighters. In the interests of health and safety, should a pupil be found in possession of 

any of these on school premises, they will be confiscated and parents will be informed. 

 

Solvents 

The school will ensure that potentially hazardous substances are stored safely, and pupils will be supervised if 

it is necessary that they come into contact with them in the course of their work.  Pupils are not permitted to 

be in possession of sniffable products. All cleaning fluids etc will remain in the cleaners’ cupboard which must 

be locked at all times when not occupied. 

 

Illegal drugs 

No illegal drugs are allowed to be brought on to, or used on school premises. To protect the health and safety 

of the school community regular checks will be made of the site to ensure that drug paraphernalia, particularly 

needles and syringes, are cleared away safely and legally. 

 

Incidents 

A drug related incident may include any of the following: 

 Finding drugs, or related paraphernalia on school premises 
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 Possession of drugs by an individual on school premises 

 Use of drugs by an individual on school premises 

 Supply of drugs on school premises 

 Individuals disclosing information about their drug use 

 Rumours of drug possession supply or drug use. 

 Reports of drug possession supply or drug use. 

 

Individuals in possession of drugs 

If any pupil or adult on school premises is found in possession of an unauthorised drug it will be confiscated 

whenever possible. If the drug is suspected to be illegal, the school will contact a police officer for discussion. 

If the substance cannot be legally destroyed or disposed of they will be handed to the police as soon as 

possible and not stored for any longer than is necessary. Talking with an individual about a drug related incident 

will have as its purpose to confirm or reject suspicions or allegations, rather than to conduct a wider 

investigation. Parents of pupils will be informed and other professionals may be informed or consulted as 

appropriate.   

 

Recording 

All incidents will be recorded within 24 hours. Forms will be stored securely by the headteacher. 

 

Confidentiality 

Regarding disclosures, staff need to carefully define and communicate the boundaries of confidentiality 

offered. If a pupil chooses to disclose that they are using a drug without medical authorisation, particularly 

when seeking support, this information will not be used against them. However, action will be taken to ensure 

that the pupil comes to no serious harm if this is considered a significant risk. Staff have a commitment to 

inform the pupil in advance of any disclosure of information to others and if possible enable the pupil to be 

involved in the process. Staff are committed to protect a young person’s anonymity where their disclosure may 

implicate others.  

 

Staff training and support 

We recognise the need for staff to receive appropriate training to support their work in delivering the school 

programme of drug education and dealing appropriately with incidents should they arise.  

 

The PSHE coordinator will liaise with the SLT in organising training related to the identified needs of staff as 

required.  

 

Links to other policies 

 Safeguarding  

 Confidentiality  

 Special Educational Needs 

 Behaviour Management 

 Medicines in School 


