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School aims and values which guide this policy: 

 We work together to make learning purposeful and rewarding  

 Learners will develop independence to achieve their full potential 

 We are a caring community that promotes respect for self, others and our environment 

 We create a supportive learning environment that develops confidence 

 We provide support to pupils with EAL needs 

 

Terms  

EAL – English as an Additional Language 

SEND – Special Educational Needs and Disability 

FS – Foundation Stage 

KS1 & KS2 – Kay Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 

 

Rationale 

Malmesbury Park Primary School is committed to providing an inclusive education for all of its 

learners. All our children are important and this applies to all aspects of their education – their 

teaching and learning, their achievements, their attitudes and their well-being.  We encourage our 

children to aim for the highest possible standards and we take account of each child’s individual 

needs and experiences.   

 

Introduction 

At Malmesbury Park School the teaching and learning, achievements, attitudes and well-being of all 

our children are important. We encourage all our children to achieve the highest possible standards. 

We do this through taking account of each child’s life experiences and needs. 

 

A number of our children have particular learning and assessment requirements, which are linked to 

their progress in learning English as an additional language. 

 

Children who are learning English as an additional language have skills and knowledge about language 

similar to monolingual English-speaking children. Their ability to participate in the full curriculum may 

be in advance of their communicative skills in English.  

 

Aims and objectives 

The National Curriculum secures entitlement for all children to a number of areas of learning and 

gives them the opportunity to develop the knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes that are 

necessary for their self-fulfilment and development as responsible citizens. We promote the 

principles of fairness and justice for all through the education that we provide in our school. 
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The aim of this policy is to help ensure that we meet the full range of needs of those children who 

are learning English as an additional language. This is in line with the requirements of the Race 

Relations Act 1976. 

 

Key Principles of additional language acquisition 

 EAL pupils are entitled to the full National Curriculum programs of study and all their 

teachers have a responsibility for teaching English as well as other subject content. 

 Access to learning requires attention to words and meaning embodied in each curriculum area. 

Meanings and understanding cannot be assumed but must be made explicit. 

 Language is central to our identity. Therefore, the home languages of all pupils and staff 

should be recognised and valued. Children are encouraged to develop their first language 

alongside English. 

 Although many pupils acquire the ability to communicate on a day to day basis in English quite 

quickly, the level of language needed for academic study is much deeper and more detailed, 

and can require continuing support for up to ten years. 

 Language develops best when used in purposeful contexts across the curriculum. 

 The language demands of learning tasks need to be identified and included in planning. 

 Teaching and support staff play a crucial role in modeling uses of language.  

 Knowledge and skills developed in learning the first language aid the acquisition of additional 

languages.  

 A clear distinction should be made between EAL and Special Educational Needs and Disability. 

 

Being a speaker of more than one language is no disadvantage to educational achievement, indeed, 

multilingualism is celebrated and shared as part of our diverse school community. Our school 

recognises the importance of community languages in their own right and the ability of their speakers 

to acquire other languages. 

 

Teaching and Learning 
 

In our school, class teachers, teaching assistants and the New Entrant Teacher use, adapt and evolve 

various methods to help children who are learning English as an additional language develop their 

spoken and written English by: 

 ensuring that vocabulary work covers the technical as well as the everyday meanings; 

 covering not just key words, but metaphors and idioms; 

 explaining how spoken and written English have different usages for different purposes; 

 providing them with a range of reading materials to exemplify the different ways in which 

English is used; 

 giving them appropriate opportunities for talking and using talking to support writing; 

 encouraging them to relate one language to another. 

 recognising and celebrating cultures within the school e.g. International Day.  

 

Teachers are encouraged to communicate with other practitioners both within the school and the 

wider community, share good practice, reflect on their teaching methods to ensure that barriers to 

learning, including language are removed. 
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We strive hard to meet the needs of all pupils learning English as an additional language and we take 

all reasonable steps to achieve this by ensuring their access to the curriculum and to assessment by: 

 using texts and materials that suit their ages and learning stages; 

 providing an intensive induction programme supported by the New Entrant Teacher; 

 using peer support to provide good language role-models and/or to translate 

 using family group support where appropriate; 

 working one-to-one. 

 communication in Print package used around the school. 

 

EAL support 
 

Criteria 
 

We do withdraw children from lessons to receive EAL support. These children are those who are 

unable to access the basic National Curriculum and the level of work of their peers because they have 

not acquired basic English language or communication. Indeed some of these children may not have 

been in any educational establishment before, or it may have been their first time in an English 

speaking school. We provide a basic induction package of 3 mornings per week for at least six weeks 

in a small group working with the New Entrant Teacher.  

 

Prior to arrival, an interview with parents/carers and the New Entrant Teacher will identify the 

language skills of the EAL child. If the child is at risk of not accessing a differentiated classroom 

curriculum, further baseline assessment of speaking and listening, reading and writing will be carried 

out.  

 

Children are assessed from Years 1-6 and those children who are new to English or beginning English 

will receive continued support from the New Entrant Teacher. Any child who has more English should 

have enough language and understanding to be able to access a differentiated curriculum whether 

they are in Year 1 or in Year 6. However, they may participate in intervention groups to support their 

learning. 

 

Children who are withdrawn, attend a small teaching group two or three mornings a week and receive 

basic speaking and listening, literacy and numeracy teaching.  

 

An emphasis is made on speaking and listening, their surroundings and everyday life and enhanced 

with at least one trip out per half term. This could include a local cafe, shops, train station and other 

places of interest. 

 

The aim of these sessions is to provide tailored support for children in order for them to access the 

National Curriculum as soon as possible. This does not mean that the children are on the Special 

Needs Register. Children spend the majority of the school week with their peers and are not 

withdrawn for more than the three mornings per week unless it is with the agreement of the 

Headteacher or Deputy Headteacher. 

 

The Early Years Foundation Stage 
 

The Foundation Stage helps children learning an additional language by: 
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 building on their experience of acquiring language at home and in the wider community, so that 

this experience supports their developing use of English; 

 providing a range of opportunities to engage in English speaking and listening activities with 

peers and with adults; 

 providing support to extend vocabulary; 

 providing a variety of writing opportunities. 

 FS assess their EAL children according to the Early Learning Goals and develop and enhance 

language through continuous provision, interventions and focus group time. 

 

Assessment for Learning 
 

 We record the attainment and progress of EAL children according to agreed school 

procedures; 

 The statutory assessment arrangement of the National Curriculum allow us to make special 

arrangements for children who are learning English as an additional language; 

 We follow the statutory assessment and reporting arrangements for the National Curriculum 

tests at the end of KS1 and KS2 for our EAL children.  

 

Assessment 
 

 The children receiving EAL support will have their progressed tracked by the class teacher 

and New Entrant Teacher every half term.  

 The New Entrant Teacher will also track their progress and the impact of the support they 

are receiving providing a report to the Strategic Leadership Team and Curriculum and 

Standards Committee of the Local  Governing Body as required (at least annually following the 

end of key stage assessments) 

 The New Entrant Teacher will track the children using the EAL language tracking sheets to 

show progression 

 

Special Educational Needs and Disability and Gifted and Talented Pupils 
 

 Most EAL pupils needing additional support are not SEND. 

 Should SEND be identified, EAL pupils have equal access to school’s SEND provision. 

 

Parents/Carers 
 

As a new family enters our school community they are invited to a meeting with the New Entrant 

Teacher prior to starting. 

 

The aim of this is to get to know the family, signpost them to any appropriate agencies for support, 

make them aware of the child’s class teacher, New Entrant Teacher, as well as what the school has to 

offer in way of extras curricular activities. School can also be made aware of any family or home 

issues that may affect the family/child.  

 

Translators will be provided whenever possible or necessary. 

 

Staff strive to encourage parental and community involvement by: 
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 providing a welcoming induction process for newly arrived pupils and their families/carers. 

 using translators and interpreters where appropriate/available and to ensure good spoken and 

written communication. 

 identifying and respecting linguistic, cultural and religious background of pupils and 

establishing contact with wider community where possible. 

 celebrating and acknowledging the achievements of EAL pupils in the wider community, 

emphasising that all languages are valued. 

 helping parents understand how they can support their children at home with their language 

development. 
 

Educational Visits 
 

As well as the children attending educational visits with their class, the New Entrant Teacher will 

also try and provide the children who receive EAL support with an educational trip once a half term. 

 

Related Policies 

 Inclusion Policy 

 SEND Policy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


