
WELCOME TO 
THE PHONICS 
WORKSHOP

A guide to helping your child read and write



What we will cover
◦What is phonics and how is it taught?

◦ The different sounds

◦ Tricky words

◦ Blending and segmenting

◦ Sound buttons

◦A piece of writing from FS2

◦ Useful websites



Everything starts with 
reading
Being able to read is the most important 
skill children will learn during their 
early schooling and has far- reaching 
implications for lifelong confidence and 
well- being.

(‘Letters and Sounds’ Principles and 
Practice of High Quality Phonics)



What is phonics 
and how is it 
taught?
Phonics is the link between letters and the 
sounds they make.
There are 6 phases that the children need to 
go through in order to be able to competent 
readers. 
It is taught from 9- 9.20am every day. 
During this session the children get the 
opportunity to explore new sounds  and use 
them to practice reading and writing words.



The different sounds

It is really 
important to 
remember to use 
the shortest 
sound when 
pronouncing the 
letter sounds.



Tricky words
Some words do not follow the usual pattern when 
sounded out. We call these words ‘tricky words’. 
We explain to the children that these are words 
that you just have to learn.

The first set of tricky words that they learn are: 
the, to, no, go, I.

For example: the
If you sound it out t/h/e, it doesn’t make sense. 
We just have to learn this word says ‘the’.



Blending and 
segmenting

◦ Segmenting is 
where you split the 
word up into its 
smallest sounds

Cat- c/a/t

Ham- h/a/m

Brick- b/r/i/ck

◦ Blending is where 
you put the sounds 
back together again

b/u/s- bus

f/u/n- fun

d/o/g- dog



Sound buttons

Sound buttons are used to help children separate the 
sounds in the word so they can then blend them back 

together again to read it. We use the lines to show that they 
are long sounds (they are made up of more than one letter).



A piece of writing from 
FS2
It iz tiem too gow hoam sed v kator pilla. 
But iy doat wont 2 gow howm sed th butt or 
flie. Iy wot to staiy heyr.

The child has used their knowledge of the 
sounds that letters make to write these 
sentences. This is what writing from your 
child will start to look like the more sounds 
they learn. Do not worry about the correct 
spelling. That will come later in their 
learning. The best thing you can do is 
encourage them to sound it out.



Useful websites and 
Apps
◦ www.phonicsplay.co.uk
◦ http://www.ictgames.co
m/literacy.html

◦ http://www.oxfordowl.co.
uk/home/reading-
site/expert-help/ruth-
miskins-video-
page?region=uk

◦ http://www.oxfordowl.co.
uk/for-home

◦ https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=eCjJYB07aSU

o Jolly phonics lessons 
app

oCbeebies app

o Phonics match app (go 
into the group play 
section and you can 
select the sounds that 
your child is working 
on)
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