
 

 

Annex Phased Return of Schools 1 June 2020 

This guidance is written in accordance with the latest government guidance 

‘Coronavirus (COVID 19) safeguarding in schools colleges and other providers 

updated 20 May 2020.’ This is interim safeguarding guidance, it will to be reviewed 

and updated before children begin to return to school on 1 June 2020.   

This guidance does not replace the previous safeguarding annex that was introduced 

by the school following the announcement of school closures; it is an extension to 

ensure we comply with the most up to date guidance. The two annexes must run 

alongside one another to ensure a robust approach to safeguarding children.  

A full copy of the revised guidance can be found here : 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-safeguarding-in-schools-

colleges-and-other-providers/coronavirus-covid-19-safeguarding-in-schools-colleges-

and-other-providers  

Phased Return  

From the week commencing 1 June, we expect to be able to welcome back more 
children to early years and school. Each school will have carried out a thorough risk 
assessment. Copies to be made available in line with published guidance on actions 
for education and childcare settings to prepare for wider opening from 1 June 2020.  

The government has also published guidance on implementing protective measures 
in education and childcare settings to support this and is included in each school risk 
assessment. 

Whilst the ages and number of children returning will vary, the safeguarding 
principles to protect those children from harm and abuse will remain broadly the 
same. 
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Key Points to Consider for Phased Return   

• Ensure all staff know the name of DSL/DDSL and how to contact them each 
day. Where possible, have a nominated DSL on site. If this is not possible, we 
will use a DSL from another school. The Trust Safeguarding Lead will be 
utilised for any advice, guidance and support day to day.  

• Staff should anticipate an increase of safeguarding concerns. This may 
include disclosures from children and parents/carers. We may also observe 
changes to behaviours and attitudes or observe a decline in the child’s 
appearance that gives a cause for concern.  All staff need to adopt a 
heightened vigilance and ensure that any concerns are immediately shared 
with the DSL/DDSL.   

• Staff to be aware that for many children, lockdown will not have been a 

happy time. Staff must keep accurate records where they have a concern 

about a child’s well-being or welfare and report concerns in line with policy.  

• Ensure risk assessments for phased opening link together safeguarding 
arrangements and Health & Safety. 

• Keep up to date safeguarding records via CPOMs / My Concern (delete as 
appropriate)  

• Staff returning to school do not need a new DBS. 
• Children’s mental health may have been impacted detrimentally during the 

lockdown. Staff should continue to ensure services are available and support 
is identified and implemented at the earliest opportunity. 

• Continue to operate safeguarding procedures for children who remain at 
home. Liaise with the LA in returning information regarding children who are 
identified as vulnerable children.  

• Continue to working in partnership with key agencies.  
• Continue to offer Educare to vulnerable children as defined by the 

Government. In some cases, a risk assessment will be completed by the 
DSL/DDSL/SENDO to ascertain and minimise any risk factors. Liaise with 
agencies involved to ensure Educare is within each child’s best interests and 
safe for others.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Additional further information 

Child Protection Policy and Procedures  

• The schools child protection policy remains in place during the phased return. 
Staff must follow the procedures within the policy should they have a 
safeguarding concern about a child or member of staff.  

• During the phased return schools must have clear procedures in place when 
staff identify a concern about a child.  

• Ensure that all staff are aware of how to keep up to date safeguarding 
records and information.  

• The wider staff team must be made aware of the DSL DDSL arrangements 
day to day. This may include have a daily / weekly DSL/DDSL on duty 

• Have clear procedures in place for allegations or concerns about staff. DSL to 
inform LADO /DOFA and Trust Safeguarding Lead of any allegations against 
staff.   

• DSL/DDSL’s will continue to keep up to date records of ‘vulnerable’ children 
and submit to the LA as and when agreed. 

• DSL/DDSL’s will continue to liaise regularly with the Attendance Inclusion and 
Welfare team as agreed.  

• It is essential that unsuitable people are NOT allowed to enter the school 
and/or gain access to children. 

• Children should continue to be protected when they are online. See previous 
annex for keeping children safe online.  

DSL / DDSL  

• Ensure a DSL/DDSL is on site where possible, or contactable by phone. If this 
is not possible, share a DSL with another school.  

• If a DSL is not on site or contactable, a senior leader can coordinate any 
safeguarding concerns and liaise with the Trust Safeguarding Lead on any 
concerns.  

• Trust Safeguarding Lead will be available for further advice and guidance as 
and when necessary.  

• DSL/DDSL’s must provide support to children in school and for children who 
are not yet returning to school.  

• Where possible, staff should take time to speak directly to children to help 
identify any concerns or worries they have. We will introduce the online worry 
box in schools to give children the opportunity to share any concerns or 
worries they have had, or may have.  

• DSL/DDSL’s should continue to do what they reasonably can to keep up to 
date with safeguarding developments, such as via safeguarding partners, 
newsletters and professional advice groups. The Trust Safeguarding Lead will 
ensure that any changes to guidance and legislation are cascaded to the 
DSL/DDSL’s and HT.   

 



Guiding principles for safeguarding  

We will need to be really vigilant about children who have experienced abuse during 
the lock down. We know that a third of child sexual abuse and the majority of child 
abuse and murders occur within the family. There has been a significant rise in 
domestic abuse during the lock down. Children may have suffered significant harm 
during this time. We need to be aware of this as a possibility for all our children, not 
just the ones we had identified as vulnerable. 

In addition, we need to be aware of the threats and possible abuse that children 
may have experienced online during this time. There are increased risks from adults 
and the exposure to harmful images and threats. Further, as the lock down has 
forced more and more of children’s social lives to move online, we need to be aware 
of the increased risk of online peer on peer abuse. 

We will ensure that children have safe spaces to talk about their experiences during 
the lockdown. We will ensure that all children have access to trusted adults who will 
listen them and are ready and trained to respond to them effectively.  

We need to remember that it may take a long time for children to reveal any abuse. 
They may communicate it through behaviour and other indicators, rather than 
through disclosure. All staff need to be aware of this and able to respond 
appropriately and immediately. 

 

Safeguarding considerations  

We should anticipate that staff and volunteers may identify new safeguarding 
concerns about individual children as they see them in person following partial 
school closures. Give consideration about DSL/DDSL capacity and allowing more 
time to ensure that concerns managed swiftly as children return to school. Refresh 
staff with the procedures and importance of what they should do if they have any 
concerns about a child, including new concerns where children are returning. Allow 
time to reflect with staff the importance of ensuring relevant safeguarding and 
welfare information held on all children remains accurate.  

Schools should be doing all they reasonably can to ask parents and carers to advise 
them of any changes regarding welfare, health and wellbeing that they should be 
aware of before a child returns. 

Attendance  

We will continue to offer Educare for children deemed as vulnerable and or for 
children of keyworker parents. Attendance is expected, where it is appropriate for 
children (that is, where there are no shielding concerns for the child or their 
household, and/or following a risk assessment for children with an EHC plan). 
Vulnerable children, regardless of year group, that have not been attending in the 
recent period are expected to return to nursery, early years or school where this 
would now be appropriate for them to do so. We will work with key partners and 
support the relevant families and children to return to school, where attendance is 
appropriate.  



A brief summary of attendance expectations across the different groups of 
vulnerable children is as follows: 

• For vulnerable children who have a social worker, attendance is expected 
unless the child/household is shielding or clinically vulnerable. Risk 
assessments will be completed on an individual basis to be satisfied that the 
offer of Educare is appropriate and poses no further risks. Copies of risk 
assessments will be shared with social workers and other professionals 
working with the child.   

• For vulnerable children who have an education health and care (EHC) plan, 
attendance is expected where it is determined, following risk assessment, that 
their needs can be as safely or more safely met in the educational 
environment.  

• For vulnerable children who are deemed otherwise vulnerable, attendance is 
expected unless it is deemed not appropriate. Cases will be reviewed by 
individual risk assessments, which will be completed by the DSL/DDSL or 
SENDCO and shared with any professionals involved.    

We will continue to notify social workers where children with a social worker do not 
attend. They should also continue to follow up with any parent or carer whose child 
has been expected to attend and doesn’t.  

Parents and carers will not be penalised if their child does not attend educational 
provision during the phased return.  

We will endeavour to resume taking our attendance register from 1 June 2020 and 
continue to complete the online Educational Setting Status form which gives the 
Department for Education daily updates on how many children and staff are 
attending. 

 

Staff training and safeguarding induction 

Where new staff are recruited, or new volunteers enter the school, they should 
continue to be provided with a safeguarding induction. Existing staff may continue to 
move between schools on a temporary basis in response to coronavirus and should 
familiarise themselves with the safeguarding arrangements such as named 
DSL/DDSL.  

Mental health 

Negative experiences and distressing life events, such as the current circumstances, 
can affect the mental health of children and their parents. Where they have children 



of critical workers and vulnerable children on site, and/or more children returning to 
school from 1 June onwards, schools and colleges should ensure appropriate support 
is in place for them. 

Staff can access guidance on mental health and behaviour in schools.  
The guidance sets out how mental health issues can bring about changes in a child’s 
behaviour or emotional state which can be displayed in a range of different ways, all 
of which could be an indication of an underlying problem. This can include for 
example being fearful or withdrawn; aggressive or oppositional; or excessive 
clinginess. Support for pupils and students in the current circumstances can include 
existing provision in the school or college (although this may be delivered in different 
ways, for example over the phone for those children still not attending provision) or 
from specialist staff or support services. 
Teachers should be aware of the impact the current circumstances can have on the 
mental health of those students/pupils (and their parents) who are continuing to 
work from home, including when setting expectations of childrens’ work. The 
department has provided separate guidance on remote education practices during 
the coronavirus outbreak. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mental-health-and-behaviour-in-schools--2
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/remote-education-practice-for-schools-during-coronavirus-covid-19


 

 

Malmesbury Park Primary School 

The way Malmesbury Park Primary School is currently operating in response to 
coronavirus (COVID-19) is fundamentally different to business as usual, however, a 
number of important safeguarding principles remain the same: 

• The best interests of children must always continue to come first. 
• If anyone in a school has a safeguarding concern about any child they should 

continue to act and act immediately. 
 

This can be done by contacting any of the following: 
• DSL – Designated Safeguarding Lead - Nic Smith 
• 01202291227  
• office@malmesburypark.bournemouth.sch.uk  

 
• DDSL - Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead - Jackie Green, Michael Hall, 

Valerie Osborne, Tina Phelps or Cheri Ruth  
• 01202291227  
• office@malmesburypark.bournemouth.sch.uk  

 
• Designated teacher for LAC - Nic Smith  
• 01202291227  

• office@malmesburypark.bournemouth.sch.uk  
 

• The Trust Safeguarding Lead 
• Johanna Hughes  
• 07592327824 
• Johanna.hughes@reachsouth.org 

 
If you are unable to get hold of any of these staff members, you must contact: 
Children’s Services First Response Hub: 
01202 735046  

childrensfirstresponse@bcpcouncil.gov.uk  
 
or if you feel the child is at risk of immediate harm call 999. 
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