
 

 

 

Malmesbury Park Primary School: SEN Resource Base Expansion proposal 

1. What is the proposal for? 

The proposal is to expand the RIGGS unit (SEN Resource Base) at Malmesbury 

Park Primary School from September 2019 to accommodate 16 pupils, when full, on 

a permanent basis. The pupils will all have an Education, Health and Care Plan that 

designates Complex Social Communication Difficulties as their Primary Area of 

Need. The pupils who would be allocated a space would all be able to access 

mainstream education for part of their day, with support, but require the security that 

a designated Resource Base would provide them to meet their sensory and social 

communication needs. 

2. Why is this being proposed? 

Following a review from consultants, it was identified that the Bournemouth and 

Poole area was disproportionately short on SEN places within mainstream provision. 

As a result, this is causing an increase in placements in more expensive out of 

Borough Independent provision. This proposal forms part of the Bournemouth Local 

Authority SEN strategy, in partnership with local schools, to increase local SEN 

provision that allows the pupils to remain as part of a mainstream school. 

3. What is the difference between a Resource Base and an SEN Unit? 

At a resource base SEN pupils spend the majority of their time in mainstream 

classes, but also have a separate base where they can receive specialist classes. In 

an SEN Unit the pupil spend the majority of their time in the specialist classes, and 

only a minority in mainstream classes.  

4. Why a Resource Base? 

A resource base promotes re-integration back into mainstream school in later 

education, which is often in the best interest of the child, and also reduces the LA’s 

reliance on independent provision. Provision within a special school is not always in 

he best interest of a child – resource bases provide a middle ground between 

mainstream provision and special school provision, for this pupils whose needs lie 

mid-way between the two. 

5. Who can attend the Resource Base? 

The resource base is available to meet the needs of children with an Education, 

Health and Care Plan in Primary school. Admission would not follow the mainstream 

school admission process; instead, placements would be agreed upon by a panel of 

professionals. 

6. What are the benefits of a Resource Base? 



A resource base offers pupils attending the base the following: 

 Access specialist provision in an appropriate learning environment to their 

needs 

 The ability to develop social communication skills, social understanding and 

self-regulation in a ‘safe place’ 

 Access mainstream learning opportunities as appropriate 

 Maintain or develop social relationships with their peer group 

7. How will this proposal impact on other children attending the school? 

The Base will be self-contained with its own toilets, kitchenette, classrooms and 

sensory room. Pupils attending the base would be able to attend classes at the base 

for the appropriate amount of time that is in the interest of both the individual and the 

other children attending the mainstream school. The impact on the mainstream 

school is therefore expected to be minimal, and manageable where appropriate. 

8. What facilities will the expanded Resource Base will contain? 

The expanded Base will have the following features: 

 A self-contained provision with its own toilets 

 The Base should be in a quiet area of the school which can be accessed 

without always having to go through the main school 

 Fixtures and colours will be suitable for pupils with sensory challenges e.g. 

avoidance of fluorescent lighting, slatted blinds, strong patterns and with good 

acoustic damping. 

 There will be a teaching area to allow for both small group and individual 

teaching/support, a separate cloak/ foyer area and a storage cupboard. 

 Good access to ICT and curriculum resources 

9. How will the Base be staffed? 

There will be a Riggs Unit Manager at the base, who will be an experienced qualified 

HLTA with specialist knowledge and training in ASD. The  role will include: 

 Leadership and management of the Base 

 Provision of direct teaching to pupils in the Base 

 Induction and transition of new pupils into the Base 

 Preparation and support for transition of pupils into mainstream provision 

 Development, implementation and monitoring of bespoke programmes in 

liaison with the academy SENCO 

 Deployment of resources 

 Engagement with parents 

 Supporting the professional development of academy staff in relation to ASD 

 Close liaison with the academy SENCO 

 Liaison with other agencies such as SALT and mental health services 

 Advisory support to other Bournemouth primary schools 

 



10. How will the Base be funded? 

The base will be funded from a central government grant that is paid to the LA 

annually. Some of this funding will be directly passed on to the school to cover fixed 

costs of running the unit, whilst other funding will be provided from the LA to cover 

the costs to meet the additional needs of the children placed in the unit. 

11. What will be the needs of the pupils who will attend the Base? 

The Base will cater for pupils with a primary need of Autistic Spectrum Disorder 

(ASD). The following are characteristics typical of a pupil who is not thriving in a 

mainstream school and who may require a placement within this base: 

Pupil will have an identified EHCP maintained by the Local Authority and will be 

placed in-line with the local SEND offer protocol. 

12. Will the school reduce the availability of mainstream places at the school? 

No, the school will continue to operate a published admission number of 90 into year 

reception. The 16 places available within the Base will be in addition to the currently 

available mainstream places. 

13. Where will the Resource Base be located? 

The building be located at the rear of the school in the outdoor space currently 

occupied by the soft place area, which will shortly come to the end of its life.  

14. When can I see a design for the new building? 

A further consultation will follow this initial consultation that will look at building 

design and any impact it may have on the local area. This consultation is to raise 

awareness of the proposed changes to the educational provision of the school, 

rather than on the particulars of the new building and any impact it may have. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


