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We have had a busy start to the new half term and have 
exciting news to share with you… 
 
Dorset Art Prize 2021 

 
Malmesbury Park Primary School are the proud winners of the 
2021 Dorset Art Prize – Primary Schools. 
Our winning art was created by children from Year 3 through 
to Year 6 and was part of a wider project inspired by David 
Attenborough’s Perfect Planet. The children thought about 
how the preservation of our planet was the only way our story 
would continue. This theme was included in all aspects of the 
art and considering the needs of our planet, the resources 
used to create the artwork were recycled, repurposed and 
reused.  
We are very proud winners and are looking forward to 
spending our prize money on some new equipment to support 
our work in the arts. 
 
Artsmark 

 
We are now able to officially share with you the video 
which Artsmark have released about our journey as part of 
their 20th birthday celebrations. We are all very proud to have 
been asked to do this and it is a real reflection of our belief 
that the arts are essential to all our learners. The video will be 
shared nationally through the Artsmark website and we have 
already added it to our own school website for everyone to 
see.    You can find the video at the following link: 
https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=UYtXTSZBCe0 
 
Covid-19 
PHD has secured an extension of the additional measures in 
pan-Dorset.  This is because: 
  

• BCP and Dorset have continued to see school age 
pupils and students catching and transmitting Covid 
within their educational settings and families 

• There are high levels of the virus in BCP/Dorset  

• In BCP there is evidence that new outbreaks are 
starting in schools/settings that had suppressed them 
in September 

  
In school, this means we will not be having whole school or 
phase assemblies, we will be holding staff meetings and other 
meetings virtually. We will only be having essential visitors in 
school.  As a result, we have taken the difficult decision to 
perform all of our Christmas events without an audience.  
Instead, we will record them and make them available to 
families via our school website.  We know this will be 
disappointing for many of you, but our primary concern is the 
safety and well-being of all of our children and staff.  We will 
continue to work closely with BCP Council and Public Health 
Dorset to ensure the measures we have in place are 
protecting our whole school community.  
For further information, please see the letter from Public 
Health Dorset which can be found on the COVID-19 page of 
the school website. 

 
‘Anti bullying’ update 
Next week is Anti-Bullying week with the 
theme ‘one kind word’ which links really well 
with our whole school ELF ‘Catch me being 
kind’ stickers.   

We have a lot of activities planned;  

• Virtual whole school anti bullying assembly on 
Monday morning. 

• Participating in ‘Odd socks day’ on Monday  

• Anti bullying alliance lesson plans during our RSHE 
sessions. 

• Our anti bullying ambassadors will be meeting with 
Mrs Phelps to work on our student friendly anti 
bullying policy as well as deciding on which badge 
we are going to work towards for the Diana Award; 
Wellbeing, Respect, Community action and Online 
safety. 

 

 
Anti Bullying Odd Socks day – What is it? 
Odd Socks Day is designed to be fun! It’s an opportunity for 
children to express themselves and celebrate their 
uniqueness. There is no pressure on the children to wear the 
latest fashion or for parents to buy expensive costumes. All 
they have to do to take part is wear odd socks to school, it 
couldn’t be simpler!   
 
Useful resources 
Anti bullying alliance parent/carers toolkit  - https://anti-
bullyingalliance.org.uk/sites/default/files/uploads/attachments/
Anti-Bullying%20Week%202021%20-
%20Parent%20Pack%20-%20FINAL.pdf 
 
The Diana Award crisis messenger – if a young person is 
experiencing a crisis this messenger offers free 24/7 text 
support by trained volunteers – Text DA to 85258 
Anti-Bullying - From The Diana Award - The Diana Award 
(diana-award.org.uk)  and https://www.antibullyingpro.com/ for 
a wealth of resources, support, advice and guidance for 
parents/carers and schools. 
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Curriculum News 
We are now two weeks into the new half term and have 
already completed new projects across KS1 and KS2!  We 
have developed and improved our Science skills in KS1 by 
studying Autumn and Winter and  Everyday Materials, whilst 
in KS2 we have explored Rocks and Fossils and 
Classification.  We have also been developing the skills  we 
need to be historians through our studies of Roman Britain in 
Year 4 and the Vikings in Year 5.  Alongside our Ark 
Curriculum+ projects, we have been developing our musical 
and computing skills and widening our vocabulary in French.  
As well as our project work, we have still completed our daily 
reading work through our Reading Masters programme, our 
daily Maths Mastery lessons and our daily writing work which 
involves spelling, handwriting, grammar, punctuation and 
extended writing!!  In the EYFS, FS1 have been finding out 
about the food we eat in their project ‘Munch, Crunch, What’s 
for Lunch?’  whilst FS2 have been learning all about dinosaurs 
in their project Jurassic Fantastic – there has been some 
strange activity in the woodland and some strange creatures 
have appeared among the trees! One thing is for certain, we 
are busy, busy, busy learning lots of new things every day  in 
school! 
 

School Council 
WOW – the walk to school 
challenge 

On November 22nd, we will be 
starting our Get Active on the Walk  
to School challenge - Walk for the 
World. The children will be 
recording how they travel to school 
every day (walk, scoot, bike, park 
and stride). If your child is active   

on the way to school at least once a week every week for a 
month they will earn a badge. The badges are sustainably 
made from old plastic yoghurt pots which would otherwise 
have gone to landfill. We are looking forward to our challenge 
and hope we can get as many children walking, scooting and 
cycling to school as possible. For further information about the 
scheme, go to the School Coucnil page on our website which 
can be found under the tab Class Pages. Let's get walking!  
 
Attendance 
We are pleased to inform you that our new EWO (Education 
Welfare Officer)  Mrs Julia Walton has begun working with us.  
She will be with us regularly  to help us manage attendance 
across the whole school.  One of her first tasks will be to make 
contact and begin working with those families where children’s 
attendance at school is causing concern.    
 
Parents’ Evenings – Due to the success of online parents 
evening last year, we will continue to hold these meetings 
virtually.  As before, we will be offering you an appointment 
time to have a 10 minute slot with your child’s teacher. You 
will be able to book this in the usual way through the website. 
If you need any help at all booking an appointment slot please 
contact the school office who will be only too happy to help 
you.  
 
Parents evenings will take place on: 
Tuesday 30th Novemebr  - 3:30 – 6:30pm 
Thursday 2nd December -  3:30 – 7:30pm 
 
Donations to School 
Thank you to everyone who has donated toys and/or books to 
school.  We have been very lucky. However, we now have no 
more storage space!  Therefore, we will not be taking any 
more donations for the time being and ask that you do not 

bring items to school.  Many thanks again for the donations 
we have already received. 
 
No Nut School – We are a strict no nut school in 
order to ensure the well-being of all our children 
as we have several children with severe allergies. 
This includes Nutella and Kinder Bueno products. 
 
Website – Please do look at our website on a regular basis as 
we do keep it up-to-date. The address is: 
www.malmesburypark.com 
 
Reading Books and Diaries –  
Please continue to try to find time to read with your child every 
day at home. The session does not need to be too long – 10 
minutes is a good length. Thank you for your on-going support 
– it really does make a difference. 
 
Naming Uniform – Please ensure that all of your child’s 
uniform, including their coat, is clearly named. We accrue a lot 
of lost property during the year, and it is impossible to reunite 
items with their owner if items are not named. Thank you. 
 
Dogs – We would like to ask all parents who walk their dogs 
to school to not tie them to the fencing around school. Due to 
the current restrictions people are having to queue up on the 
pavements meaning that there may not be enough room for 
young children and dogs. Dogs are absolutely not allowed 
onto the school site even if you carry them in your arms.  
 
Parking – We need your help in maintaining good 
relationships with our neighbours and therefore ask that you 
do not park on their drives or block the access to them. Please 
do not park on the double yellow lines on Methuen & Ascham 
Road. Traffic wardens will be visiting. 
 
Dates for Your Diary 
2021 
15th November – Anti Bullying Week – Odd Socks Day 
18th November – Y6 Height and Weight check 
19th November – Children In Need 
29th November – BSO workshop with Y4 
30th November – Parents Evening – Virtual 
2nd Decemebr – Science Zone visit with FS2 
2nd December – Parents Evening – Virtual  
17th December - Christmas Parties 
17th December – Last Day of Term 
2022 
4th January – INSET Day 
5th January – Return to school 
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ADVERTS - Malmesbury Park School places all adverts in 
good faith. It should be noted however that the quality of 
products or services being offered have not been 
checked by the school nor are the school aware whether 
necessary DBS checks have been carried out. 
Malmesbury Park is neither encouraging nor 
discouraging any advert placed. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


