
ARTICLE ON THE MALMESBURY PARK TRIANGLE  

FOR THE NEXT PARENTS’ NEWSLETTER JUNE 2017 

 

You may have noticed some activity recently on the triangular area of land adjoining the school at 

the junction of Lowther Road and Ascham Road.  This activity included taking measurements and 

photographs and marking off part of the area with temporary barriers, cones and paint. 

Those of you with children in the nursery will know that their outdoor play area is both small and 

congested.  We are keen to increase the size of the playground but the only way we can do it is to 

increase the size of the school site next to the playground and the only way we can do this is to try 

to acquire part of the land adjacent to the playground which is currently outside the school fence. 

The area of land we are looking at (and which we have come to call the Malmesbury Park Triangle or 

MPT for short) was at one time a slip road between Ascham Road and Lowther Road.  Many years 

ago this was paved over and recently we have looked at what the area is used for.  The short answer 

is not very much.  It is a short cut to walk from Ascham Road to Lowther Road.  Some people have 

said that it a waiting area for people dropping off or collecting their children.  We have observed this 

area from about 0735 to 0745 when parents are waiting for the white gates in Ascham Road to open 

for breakfast club and again from 1500 to 1520 when parents are collecting children from nursery.  

We have seen that there are a small number of parents waiting on the pavement but that they are 

nearly always either immediately outside the white gates or are standing by the railings in Ascham 

Road.  They do not wait in the area of land we are trying to acquire. 

We have asked the council to let us have this area of land in order that we can extend the nursery 

playground and so that we can make a better way into and out of the school hall.  The area is shown 

in the photographs and hatched on the plan.  The land behind the cones and barriers would be the 

extension to the playground, and would be marked by fencing and hedging to look like what is there 

already. The old fencing, hedges and trees would be removed.  On the Lowther Road side a footpath 

the same width as along the rest of the school fence would remain.  On the Ascham Road side a 

footpath would remain of minimum width 5.0 metres to the kerb and 4.4 metres to the inside of the 

railings, so pedestrians can still walk past the area and a waiting area remains. 

The first step in this process is a legal one where the council apply to the magistrates’ court for a 

“stopping up order” as the paved area is still classed as a highway.  This is being dealt with next 

month.  If this is successful, then planning permission will be applied for and if this is successful then 

we will ask the council to transfer the land to the school.  The council will own the land and it will be 

leased to the school, as is the rest of the site. 

If you have any questions, please contact the school office (01202 291227) and ask to speak to Helen 

Brown. 

This is an exciting opportunity to improve the facilities for the children and we hope that you will 

support us. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


